
Dear Bridges Member, 
We had a series of eye-opening meetings while in Tijuana that we want to share with all 
of you:

Iberoamericana University Campus Tijuana
We had a wonderful morning meeting with Luis Núñez, director of the Tijuana 

Campus discussing the opportunities and challenges of incorporating return students 
into their population. We were thrilled to know Ibero provided a generous donation to 
rend sound equipment used at the “Tear Down this Wall concert”, and so we were lucky 
to run into Luís the following day.

Iniciativa Migrante
We met with Nancy Landa, Freddy and Carlos Moya of Iniciativa Migrante. All three 

are returned migrants themselves and as of 2015 Nancy has worked steadfastly 
on issues of returned migrants’ incorporation into the education system and the 
revalidation of their school records. Today she is concentrating her efforts on creating a 
watchdog agency to ensure that stated public policies facilitating revalidation student 
records. Nancy’s experience, indeed prior collaboration with IMUMI, is relevant to our 
service delivery channel design and the possibility of working in alliance with groups 
who can help identify and engage volunteers, especially in Tijuana.

The Wall, Playas Tijuana
Next, we visited the Wall where we saw the preparations for the concert and spoke 

with U.S. veterans of Afghanistan, Iraq and even Vietnam.  They started the Unified US 
Deported Veterans and have suffered post-traumatic stress, or addictions (sometimes) 
acquired during their service. It was very moving to see fellow vets visit them from 
the U.S. side and provide them with information or some service for which they’re 
registered recipients without the possibility of accessing. Check out the interview we 
have of Alex on our FB Page.
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Casa Migrante
Our fourth stop was at the Casa Migrante with Gilberto, their director of operations and 
later Father Pat of NYC.  Gilberto offered insight into the history of the organization part 
of the Scalabrini Order of Priests who attend migrant communities in 70+ countries. 
They have served over 200,000 migrants throughout their over 30 years of operation. 
While the stated capacity of the Casa Migrante is 160 daily, the house has received up 
to 250 men, and works in tandem with a women and children’s center (next door) run 
by nuns of same order.   Roughly 80% of migrants stay only one day requiring basic 
orientation and comfort. The remaining 20% can receive services for up to 45 days. 
They provide an integral set of including medical, psychological, job orientation etc. We 
even witnessed an AA (Alcoholics Anonymous) session when we were there. The Casa 
Migrante recognizes a good -functional relationship with the Mexican government, that 
provides “less than the minimum” to migrants, but in a context of collaboration. 

Reacciona Tijuana
Friday evening provided a wonderful conversation with Gabriella Posadas founder 

of Reacciona Tijuana and Espacio Migrante as well as member of Tijuana's Comite 
Estratégico de Ayuda Humanitaria (Facebook) and Artistas en Acción. Gabriela 
described the onslaught of Mexican and Central American migrants as well as 
Haitians and Africans. She reported the work of more than 28 shelters, six of which are 
officially recognized; the innovations to serve these populations including the use of 
simultaneous translation devices to communicate the rights of and services provided 
migrants speaking Creole and other languages, and; arts and psychological attention. 
Gabriella presented an image of a vibrant Tijuana assuming in realistic terms the 
consequences of a problem not of their creation, but neither waiting for interventions 
from the Mexican Central government nor the government to the North. 

“Tear Down this Wall” Concert
We met with the Conductor Markus Rindt of the Dresdner Sinfoniker and listened to 

a great line-up of both local and international musicians all day. Over an estimated 500 
people attended from children, parents, to grandmothers, people across all generations 
affected by the Wall and separation from their loved ones. Among the notable artists we 
saw were the Sinfonika Juvenil de Tijuana, a compilation of musicians playing the song 
“Walk the Wall” followed by a short speech by Markus and the President of Amnesty 
International. Finally, the Dresdner Sinfoniker played a powerful piece titled “Beyond” 
together with the local and international musicians. To get a sense of the scenery with 
the background of the wall behind the stage carving into the ocean, check out the 
coverage they received across multiple media outlets.

In summary, it was a very humbling experience to be up close to the wall, witness 
the human pain it represents for many and see how the concert brought all of us 
together as a musical bridge for unity.

Thank you to all who helped in reaching out to media outlets, sharing with your 
friends on social media and in getting support from possible sponsors!
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